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As the source of inspiration for “Shape of Sapporo,” the image was constructed based on the fragments of aerial
photographs of the city of Sapporo. They have been extracted after being divided according to the contours of the
urban areas, the boundaries between forests and waterfronts, scattered green spaces, and parks.

The sharp and organic lines of the rivers that look as if penetrating into the feet of mountains morph
into curves that resemble something as amusing as whiskers of catfish. Meanwhile, the bold meanderings of
the rivers appear freewheeling, which are sharply contrasted by the rigidness of straight roads.

In the areas where a lot of paddy fields are found, the repeating patterns appear to be like the patterns
of luxury carpets, while the port area looks like some architectural drawing.

The green fields that are scattered across the area and the geometric forms of an airport and a
racecourse seem to be encircled by the flow of water circulating in the area as if a blood vessel wonders.

The urban areas stretching to the east and the west jut out with charming shapes and angles like the
wings of bird chicks, and the shape of the urban areas stretching southwards is flickering like seaweed.

At first, there was a simple form that lies quietly. A single line develops into the contour of something
larger that eventually takes shape, and they gradually become connected to one another. The terrain is full of

aliveness that seems to start moving at any moment.
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Hecomi Study

- The exploration of Sapporo’s shape 2018 -

Ken’ichiro Taniguchi
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“Shape of Sapporo” is a work of art that has been made according to the personal view of the artist.

Therefore, it should be stated, as a disclaimer, that some parts may differ from the actual geography of the city in terms of municipal administrative divisions, rivers and other geographic features.




