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Hecomi Study 15
- The exploration of Sapporo’s shape 2018 - i
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Just as every city has its own history, its geographic shape is equally unique. If you fly high into the sky and
have a bird’s eye view of a city, which you would normally see only laterally, you would see the urbanized area
surrounded by patches of forests and green fields as if it were one large sunken area.

This series of artwork has been made based on aerial photographs of the city of Sapporo and the
surrounding area. The work began by tracing the contours of urban areas, the outlines of city blocks, watersides,
green patches and parks. The whole process was filled with discoveries and rediscoveries that conjured up
my childhood memories of thoroughly studying a geographical book and thereby embarking on an exciting

imaginary adventure on paper.
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Shape of Sapporo
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lllustrated Book of Sapporo’s Shape
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I called this piece of art “Shape of Sapporo.” Once “Shape of Sapporo” was extracted from the
aerial photographs, it was divided into fifty-one separate parts according to the rivers that run
through the area. And when those different parts are rearranged on the wall, the assortment
of the pieces altogether has become “lllustrated Book of Sapporo’s Shape.” Moreover, the
flat sculptural piece was then reconfigured and reshaped by folding in the different parts and
transformed into the final piece “Hecomi Study for Sapporo.”
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We are here During the process of experiencing the three pieces of artwork, I hope the viewers will
freely move and rearrange “Shape of Sapporo” in their unrestraint imagination, by folding,
unfolding and joining the parts of the city. And I hope the uplifting emotions emerge through
the aesthetic encounter, like the flowering of Adonis ramosa, which warmly spells the end of

Sapporo’s long winter.
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Hecomi Study for Sapporo

“Shape of Sapporo” is a work of art that has been made according to the personal view of the artist.
Therefore, it should be stated, as a disclaimer, that some parts may differ from the actual geography

of the city in terms of municipal administrative divisions, rivers and other geographic features.




